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POWER of ENTHUSIASM, CY — 
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8 you have 2 t proper to . 
rect a Fetter-*ts me from the 
Prefs, in which you have wat. 
uiſned me by — particular 
Marks & your Candor and Good-will; 


ſo you ial e the fits! frank” a 
LBS Tony oo. „ | . 


Now though 1 tand bee for 
* I have advanced in Enthuſiaſm de- 
Aineated to Two much abler Pens, and 


7 mould have been glad to have ſeen their 
4 own Defence; yet ſince you muſt” be | 
4 meddling where you have no Buſineſs,” I 
4 ſhall endeavour to let you ſe: n ou f 
"at n it. e el e "I 
% 0 hy; I beter M 1 more Conceit 

Xa Vanity, Uncharitableneſs and Ill- nature 
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=, . and common Senſe, as.I find in your Per- 
= . entitled, A. afonable: Rebuke 
_ Jenorant Reviler : 2 but u - 
= the Sen h of your own: Infallibuity, 


or granted, that _ alu; 2 4 | 
unint li ible, and contradi e a 
<3 in Pa alt OREB « delivered t Hae oP? 2 ; 
|  -- the real Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the certain infallible. Word of 
So: And upon the Strength of this 
Perſuaſion, without the leaſt Shadow, or 
55 Appearance of Truth, repreſent all tho 
differ from you, as Scepticks and Infidels. 
However, I muſt do you the Juſtice to 
A ſays that it argues great Prudence in you, 
” dn dhe Midſt f yaur Anger, not to meddle 
_ th the Argument; ſince. it is 1 your 
7 Talent does not lie that Way. ben. bee 


5 Fon my own Part, I 2 | 
*  - youths: I you have done me, . in miſ- 
= \ ee Pl lain and ohxious Deſign 4 
8 . — 4 in my e oy ha I 
hope may be attributed to th * ooh 
'H .preflions you are under, a 
_ 1% gr of your . natural Digeſtion: ow 
. vou have. a uented any. Thing worſe 
to' _have ſaid of me than, you .haye 
i done, it would not have given me any great 
. VUneaſineſs. Since every Fanta Man 
| | =O allow, that pins Reproach es, or 


the 5 


"XS 9.. 

| — Advarkuly by the vileſt of 
Names, ig quite a different Thing from 
confating; his Arguments. neil Ba⸗ 
?o yr sch na At 114 65 30 71 
Tos, WhO ſhall; take my Character 
from your Draught of it, Will be apt to 
believe me th be an Enemy of all Rigb - 
teduſneſs and a Child of the Devil: From 
theſe er. unmerciful < 7 ＋ 
to mort equitable gment 
Wan hof know me better moſt of 
whom, I am ſatisied, are endued with'a 
more chatitable and Chriſtian Spirit than 
that which vou breathe in this Petfor- 
mance And vrhich I hope is nbt habitual 
to you, but rather the Effect of a pteſent 
unuſual Ferment, or indeliherate Faſſun, 


and blind Zeal: For after all your Talk . - 


bf -ſanRified:Redſn, and tlie — 5 
uf the Srzair; I am ſure if you beate 
any other Spirit, than human dani 

the Depth of: Prejudice it is a SN not 
Very 9 with; the" Mcekneſs of 4 
Ohriſtian. Re 
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To condemn Men- „ Penh together 
wich their Principles, has ever een the 
Ptactice of blind and 
Bigot, and flaming- Zealot; ue ne- no- 
thing can be more to the Nature, 
Spirit, and Genius of Chriſtianity· When 


"Mews are ee and impatient V Con- 
tradiction, 


_- wreartl av an Enem 


- —— — eee 
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tradieTion, they teckon theinſelves decry'd, 
bey are not implicitly ſubmitted to, ; 
and the Man who to differ from 
them, vr to call in Queſtion the Truth of 
ay of their Deciſions, immediately ie 
— * But if you, and y 
Friends, cannot di N 
& 22 55 Wenke with, wie 
ut chat your wi 
1 I'-am heartily ſorry 
ped cin“ only wich yon Jeſs In- 
We and K Chacitx. - However; 
— beld will ob- 
— ke ven if * not, that 
it is not Men, but Doctrines; not Perſons, 
but Principles that I am 4 with; 


7 „5 15 n N * an 


AT -1Þ I 10% 6 Ave DOB 
as Four complain that I hate not = 
| whe Charge of 8 our 
Patrons,*by producing Qu 
mein Wiitings What 0 

there for that Trouble, when 
numberleſs Extracts from Mr. I 
Journali, in the Biſhop of Glocefter's Doc- 
| =o or 'Gratx;'to prove the Point? I 
A ther Satisfattion from Mr. Weſley or 
| boy fender, than what that Gentleman has 
| bdeenspleaſed to deliver in b Way of Anſwer 
to his and he ſn — — 
id the Manner of u Chancery Suitor, when 


| e are exhibited, and Anſwets 
Ge | inſufficient 


£343 


infuicient,” or im 


pertinent, are returned, 
that an Anſwer to the Putpaſe, in 8284 
Words ef the Interrogatories, m 122 | 
in without Deviation, or any bterfuge 
whanſoever, --{'am determined to dokvibee 
him, or he {hall convince me; ot at deaſt 
leave him | without Excuſe for en 
Enthuſiaſm and Neon, and 
a reaſonable Service, which I take the Doc- 
uine and Worſhip of the Church Iſta- 
Vliſhed, pla rar Ba Reſpect, to be. 20m 
be honeſt. and I will be. ſerious.” 


Bor leaſt Mr. e ſhould. c. 
plain, and that I might not — — 
quiſh'd Adverſary with the Biſhop's Ar- 
mour, and Sword; which, I was going 
2 (ay 1 teſembled Goliabs, in that it, had 

TID nal; 1 hall make good 
| .* only from Mr. wee 
and quote them to ſup rt Ne "aighe 
following Articles exhibins them; 
being willing to 0 unneceſſaty | 
Ks pg $ af ) e>} 13 14 — 4 
8 1 28141 N Stk 1s be 

F ht, They. 4 ws G. Genn 
Communications they have with Gon; 
and mote than ordinary Aſſurance” . « 
ecial Preſence 2 387 


« Tas Day 1 intended. to ſtay on - dig 
20 write Letters ; boy Gov being ge 
| «70 
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bo on-Shore again,” ae a cence 


. "al <, preach at Fort Simons, Ken but Lond i 
8 * ae crate Ne. 9. 


Nan . 33. 
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_— 100d the.Feople that Gop :called 


e and Lmuſt away,” * intended--t6 - 


- 
o 


4 Caudy. The i a LC 
thoſe - "44 1 A ſpecial and 1852 751 
22 from Go. J Mt + 048 Por . 


ot 1 Was ſoon „ that Gop' has 
| z ki of Tt . 1 O'S 


* _=_ x 


| Tun eternal Almi hey. 1 hath 
ar m,n will, e ee me? 


| . 
* the. Lon calls, me into tht: Fields; for 
* no Houſe or Street is able to contain 
e Half the People that come to hear the 


Word.“ d 


e They pen Guidance of a Di- 


vine Inſpiration, 


«7 ſpoke with 8 F? the 
Spirit,” * 3. p. 13. . 


got pom e 


31 Me.” - 


„ 
: . Ter i ih 2 the Spirſt, 


2 
| ** terance. ” Bid. 5. 17. N 


80 has e e e oe . 
1 ons deed” Bid. p. 15. ant | 
Fluri th pen f'their Prenching. 
Expöon 3 
2 ae, Bee Pow 


: „005 wit cn i For tbo ho 
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eee 3 
* mollſtratiou of thi 9pitit, as 1 ndver ſow 


keg bid, p87. 


They bone of malen ad für- 
a , as wrought by the' Holy _ 
Ghoſt, in Conſequence of their Preaching, 


„he Holy Sher powerfllly ver et 
ten ny Huber. | . 6. 


1 heard of one that had received th 
He ing Elites Rae upon 157 7 
Ibid. p. 7a. 


5 A They claim the Spirit of Prophey 
„hir I know, wit 1 Hive ſpcken 
4 9 | RU 


| 0 10 1 
| « from, Gov, will come „er. Are 
| p. Os x WY, 9. ot We. \ CY $31 | 
ing of 


© There will certainly be . ful 

0 thoſe Things, which Cop, b 

* has ſpoken unto my Soul,” 1 - 33. 
Seventhly, They ſpeak. of themſelves in 

the . toy, 1 8 the Characters 

of Apoſtles of Chriſt, and of "Cheiſt himſelf. 


« fo teach the - Goſpel at Frederica 
alſo for therefore am I ſen. Four, 3 p. 7% 


Me, We is left behind at Bride to teach 
the Way Hed more perfectly, 1 p- 66. 


I muſt go into every Place and City 
« where 1 Wa * already ; for therefore 
' we 1 am ſept,” "Ih 12 35 P · n 


Eighthly, Th . ant and 
Bi wh, Golpel, op to the . 


nerality of Minifers and People in a Chriſ- 
tian Country. 


I think Wars is excellen yall 
«« pared for the Goſpel of Chri 


3 P. 31. 

There is a moſt comfortable Proſpect 
* for ſpreading the a OVER in WALEs.” 
Md. | * 
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Oogzht not then Perſons ſuraing len a 
Character, and who. ſpeak in ſuch Lan- 
zuage, to prove their extraordinary Miſfon 
m God? and as they do not produce any 
Credentials ſatisfactory to Men of Common 
Senſe and Underſtanding, the Part they 
act, and the Language they uſe, can be 
called by no other Name than that of En- 
thuſiaſm. Not that I think Goo will ever 
be wanting to affiſt the Church of Chriſt 
in an extraordinary Manner, in ſuch Caſes 
' Where ordinary Means are inſufficient, as I 
take theſe to be, namely, the wonderful Pre- 
ſervation of the Jett, as a diſtinet of 
People, throughout all W and Em- 
pires under Heaven: The Impracticabillt 
of re-building the Temple at Jerusalem, ſo 
as to defeat the Prophecy of the Meſſiah ; _ 
And the uninterruped Succellion of the 
Prieſthood, from the Perſons of the Apoſ- 
tles, to the Biſhops of our Times, in the 
Mid of ſo many Wars and Rebellions 
Ravages and Devaſtations of Nations an 


Centries, areglaring Proofs of extraordinary 


. ons of Providence, for the Preſer- 
vation of true Religion: But for two or 
three itinerant Prietts to claim ſuch a Pri- 
vilege of being divinely inſpired and illu- 
minated, like St. Peter and St, Paul, with 
extraordinary Powers of the Holy Spirit, is 
| ſuch a Piece of Impudence, that no Man 

of Common Senſe can bear with it 
| B 2 Bur 
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al Nele and deluding Men, that 
thin ** 901 1 Lanſwer, cha 


Ws ent Feopſe, Up frequent- 


both themſelves 1 ofhirs, and 


Joſe io often. 7 that 6f reli gious 
5 and Tranſport. "And fo ter | l 
tention from err the Chatge of 
a "that it wk a £75 and efſen- 
ay? wh it, r Difference 
nthu Frey a Impoſtor bee 
E a. Thar ti rſt js deceived him- 
* in 


as lon] enn 
8% 8 be ben 1 
es of Peace and Order, is to be 


35 * 


3 and is therefore tg be, ine very Shape 
abhorred and — Ahd he i who ban 
clear theſe wurd Gentlemen from the above 
12 * ut full ad to 15 ir, e 


d 3 4 oy 1 


ir WT: 
ver, whi 
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- die Bot thaw þ AN Ct R 
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dannqot be fair and honeſt; Py that i is, 5 


af 5 174 fy their own extraot 


nary Met . 0 by cating un- 
ee u l Rom 
Clergy of Englq cen i $ 


char of 2 Par ty, and not 1 
th rig ole! in the true 1 rin of Chrit- 


tlanity.”' 
LG $f pg Bert, 
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ut the ſecond intends to deceive o: 
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Mey, 125 our Com 
* con wild Wi 
1 We yo. 15 8 | 
« protel wen 5 


4 e 
"In od 5 
reeive "PR 1 nd BE 
1220 es ago . A % 
were, ready fo teach the 1 nes 
"8s; .. boeh . 30.109. 


. i 0 £90 
8 of iory Cha, ud VIQUR.{ 2 55 


& and Phariſees, ic ig is 2 


I} 


little oy Authority, 15 7 alſe as "A 
udent and fa e 
ble for them to know e it by true or 


er: Zeal 


. 


ou 1 iN arg not. to Fra 
fo ſuch 2 as am = 
to weaken and under 


utch, 125 wie en. inthe ee 
e oF it. . bus Yinisr! 2 


Na gh im of Girls whe uf hip Na- 


von 


bt Bad umtitnt — Te the Mit. 
EE Contenpt Mat [7 be "brought 
"Ri — bo by” ODgues, and 
al en the Ho- 
6 het a ic lanQtify the greateſt 
efs; and. he init ridiculous Fancies: 
bo” © i coipmon, Qions and. lacidents 
F mo 5 ribedh to the Influentes of the 
— hen rhe Doctrine gf ita. 
| Faith aline Was carried" into an witer 
. — of good Works, as the Hiſtory of 
thofe Times abundantly. informs us; and 
under that Notion grew to bethediftinguiſh- 
ing Mark of Wnork Ster then were me 
Bounds öf Order and Diſcipline, broken 
* and the ſettled Miniſtries and 4 
e Church deprecated and bro pgh 
wit" WER as Di peoſations. of. 1 
na "Nature. Was- not hs | 

n 


; r Moderns cp 
_ thier” Br (ty 


and is t ere any Arg u. 
Aa of Faa? _ . * 729 
» von 99 far 


Ne 01 £0 2d 461 0 | 


SA 


ff 


1 5 
th 4 18 1 to. 
Cer ny in Matters w jch 
" of füchf Evidence; at 


ie Strength of * "Perfuabon or "the 
Certainty and Evidence of the Thing, was 
the W l Tg Nature of Enthuſiaſm:; Aud 

chat See of Farting, | 
w 


( rg » 
whichgres beret: che rationahobjedive. 


Evidence of Things to the Underſtanding, 
was commonly. atributed./ ta; ſonge.: divioe. 
_ Impulſe, or tg the internal Witneſs and Te 


2 the Spirit tothe Heart has Coaſai⸗⸗ 


* 


ch W Wadi 45, ict 1 
bail. " = 3844.4 v0 - 
8 luer 0 Wi yon ſay, „ That.the 
* true Chriſtian's ,indubitable. Cemdiniy in in 
* Matters of. Faith doth, not ariſe from ra- 
« 5 objective Evidence only, bus, he 
ä has Moreover ſpiritual ſubjective Evi- 
« dence.” Page 5. Anal 


\ But this is taking for granted what was in- 
curabegt 8 you to have proved. It muſt, 
in my Opinion, be evident to every one, 
that Cettainty and Uncertainty, Truth and 
Falchood, Right and Wrong, Doubtful. 
and Indabitable, are Terms and Ways of 


ſpeaking, taken from the — of. 
the Mind, and the different Appearances, of 


fore to make any of theſe Diſtinctions in 
the abſolute Nature of Things, abſtracted 
from the Operations of the Mind, or Acts 
of the Underſtanding, 1 is a moſt perverſe 
and abominable Abuſe of . or a 
talking without Ideas, 1 a 


There is nothing in he Things them- 
d ablotutely conſidered, but real Ex- 
1 2 iſtenge, 


Things to the Underſtanding: And there- 


_ _-dubitably perſuaded? I 
manifeſt yon confound: 


| woultbtalvimelligibly,” 66 nuf: by 
| tive Cornajey, \ Dein he! ive 
— denver tle of che Nateke aud — 
of Things, as they exiſt P » 
2. ne 2 yo in Ye ge Mind: And. by 
fete Certain T 
dn of ne 1 oor | 
wg exif objectively oY "the 14 
ied, ee the Relutfors ef the ' 
bee on Dilkgioement"of ger own 
Ideas. N. : + $i * = b 


180 if youtkins; bees A lie lol 
in your objective N more o 


ya 
2 
Tha you Key ag ges then Ges 
Words He chat delleveth on the Son 
of Gov hach the Witnefvin himſelf.” But 
cf what? I befeech you: Hath he che Wit- 
neſs in himſelf? of bein mt U 
iſo, i if 


with Fel- 
ing; and chat by being certain of « Thing, 
Tu mean oF that you hold it faſt. 


5 Every-Man living muſt ſee that there i is 
es notthe Tea Appearance of * Connexion 
* mY | betwixt 


is for che moſt Purt, owing 


. * * o 
ad ul * 


N 


F ", 


wy Il: 2 
| betwixrindubitable PerſnaGoti; atithe teat 
Truth and Certainty of Tage; fiicge the 
- * Perſuaſion may be equally ſtrong, whether a 
Man be ir rhe Right; br In the Wrong. This 
Certainty, therefore, of indtibitadte Per- 
ſuasion, is ſuch 4 Sort of Cettiipty, 2s 4 
Man may have of rhe Exiftetice of « Thing 
that does not exiſt; or 65 the Truth of 
what is abſolutely falſe and contradictory. k 
Imuſt here tell yo, (for you ſeem to be 
extremely ignoramt of it) that dubitable or 
indubitable, when joined with Belief of Pers 
ſuaſion, do not in the leaſt affeck the real 
Truth, UT 1 Abs 
may be in the Right, where he has g 
Doubts or Scru ck his Anal. wier 
be is in the Right or not: As he may be in 
the Wrong,” white his Perſuaſion is moſt 
ſtrong and indubitable. And indeed the 
Strength and Iudubitableneſs of Petſuaftonin 
Matters of a doubtfuf and diſputable Nature, 
ing more to the Force 
of Enthuſſaſtn and va Confidence; than to 
the Cleurneſs of the real objective Evidence. 
The Zealots: of all Patties ate e, 0 
fe and indubitahle, in their Nrrmt an 


ally ſ 

emer — as to put this Matter 

d alf Doubt: And you will not, F 
imagine; venture to ſay, that we can in no 
_ Caſe oe e =x] without 

lit gtt:dtf Hꝛ ary ni it; bei 


* 
* 


. 


a — — —— — — — 
—— —U 


— 
— 
———— — 
- * 


— — 


—— 4 
— i — RPEIEY 
æwçœ'PX——. l' — Vw p — — — — — 
2 * ». 
: — 
* _ . *. 0 - 2% o 12 
1 * 
* 2 N * 
S- 4 : : p 


— — — — — — — <=» * 
— ä — , — - * 
— — — 
„ 


| ©: 2 
Moc: bring adds chat it eee. us to 
5 be ip ta; ee. | 
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1 10 to no Purpoſe to fav; vide 88 
pole your indubitable Pooferke to be well 
founded; for, ſince this is eſſential to all 
Belief or perſuaſion whatever, and no Man 
can helieve any Thing at ali without ſup- 
poſing he has ſufficient Reaſon for it; and 


fſince alſo there is no more Connection 


berwixt your indubitable Perſuaſion, and 
the real Truth of „ than betwixe 


p- had 3 Faith to be the Aſtent of 
the. Underſtanding to the Truth of a Pro- 


poſition, upon the Teſtimony of a Perſon 
whoſe Credit and Veracity = reaſonably” 
ve depended upon. In this Definition you 
are graciouſly pleaſed to agree with me, 
and then very archly to add: I hope the 
« Veracity of Gop may rcaſonably bs de- 
ec pended upon.“ 'Who, but this Re- 
prover, could have aſked ſuch a ſilly Queſ- . 
tion? But immediately follows the — 
of his Uneaſineſs: I faid we mult alſo un- 
derſtand the Meaning of the Propoſition 


or be able to fix in our Minds ſome ſettled 


ge determined 
| 7 


3 


619 y 
determined Ideas to the ſeveral Teri gn 
We before we can believe i it on Tetley? 


"Whither - it be flows? Confubion* of 
Thought, or-Unfairneſs of Deſign; either 
becauſe you have not clear, diſtinet Notiong 
of what you would ſay, or find it not to 
your Put poſe to ſpeak them clearly out, or 
both together; ſo it is, that very ſeldom 
but when you rail, you deliver yourſelf ſo, \ 
that one cannot cettainly tell what you 
would be at. The Queſtion is abbut a Pr6- 
poſition to be believed, which muſt firſt 
neceſſarily be underſtood.” For a Man can- 
not poſſibly give his Aſſent to any Affirma- 
tion, or Negation, unleſs he underſtands the 
Terms, as * are joined in that ti- 
on, and has a Conception of the Thing af 
ned or denied; and alſo 2 Conception . 
the Thing concerning which it is affirmed or 
denied, as they are there put together. But:; 
let the Propoſition be what it will, there is 
no more to be underſtood than is 2 
in the Terms of chat Propoũdon. At 


* If i it be a Propoſition concerning a Matter 
_ of Fatt, it is enough to conceive And be. 
hieve the Matter of Fact. If it be a Pr 
ſition concerning the Manner of the 1 
| 2 7 ng the Fact muſt alſo 7 
lieved. as it is intelligibly expteſſed in 
Propoſition: For Inſtance, ſhould this Pro- 
RS. | pomion 
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n 8 be offec- 
ed as an Article of Faith 49 an illiterate 
Countryman, ſuppoſe the Pariſh Clerk of 
295 Rig 16k 2; ar, ſhould I aue mpt ta ppz- 
e who — nary 
jag ery eek oi popes eyophnoprres ; In gi- 
855 it is probable, neither the: Clerk 
"Der the. Vicar can. belicys it; becauſe, tho] 
a truce Propoſition, yet being propoſed 
Words whoſe Meaning, I take it for 
they underſtand pot; it is * they 
gan give. any Aſſent to the Truth thereof, 
Put it into Zag//, and both of them ſhall 
underſtand what is meant 2 * dn hook. 
ork, and belieye it Mn 


(For ny one can canceivg - that the on 

was dead and. ſenſeleſs, may be 
Roe aan, as well as he can that the ſame 
ho is now in a Lethargy, ſnould a- 
wake e again; or the ſame Man that is now 
out of bjs 1 e and he knows not whether 
he be alive. or dead, ſhould return and be 
wich him again; and ſo he, is. capable of 
believing it, though he conceives nothing 
of the Manner how a Man revives, wales, 

Crap yo But none of theſe Manvere of 
. OG >a in thoſe, be. 


pr Fatt (i 
tion in it) 1 Arg fa al chat 


bana ar Som, * Digicul+ 
nu | ty 
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EL 


ght Act * Dol * Vd: 8 3 
nation che e e ben the 


Manner, 8 


ner: For laſtange, be Article is, vie 
Dead ſhuil br rniſad wic 


Manner of. dhe Fact, as of the Fact itielt. So 
chat what is Aid by che 


Whatever i underſwoch tq be: expire 


ner, or. no ot the Maoner, as (hy it d being 
a Revelation from! Gon) to be believed; as 
__ eden nes ay more is re- 
qaired da be holioved 
ERIE that Article 
n ba : baveilsd sd or wiiltooon vida 
Whet far The R 
you farther add, That thete 45 no Diflit 
culty as to the Reality and Certainty of the 
Truths ob the Goſpel, 
they ang revealed to us by God in the How 
ly Sotipturt; is yet farther fr fignify 
ws ways Thing to the Parpeſe than the ff. 


— and in what 
heheving -ſeveral- 
Faith, which, -are $0 be found in Bcripttreb, 
T9 this pers Doran 


Senſe they are 1 


be as Jo the exait Mabner bow 11 


i/ptritual' Bodies ß 
and then the Belief muſt eas welliof'ahis 


Aout the 


Mgenes,/ Ggnives nothing ut all in the! Cu. 
fel ih 


each Propoſition} whethetnt, be of the Man- > t 
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of Difficulties 
we 'Eoow - 


| The: Queſtion is about Underſtand. | 
Propobtions- or Acticles of 
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tend as far as o 


2 


dent our Ideas are of the ſame Extent with 


US = ) 
an; 26 40 their Ren and 
cauſe wy even 2 Gow! 


Which W no ore ien is ; 


that/there'is nbi Dificukty at all in the Un- 
derſtanding 


asd Believing this Propoſition; 
chat WMhatſbever is revealed by Bop; is cer- 
true; * is the Under- 


leving this fingle 


Articles of Faitir neveſlury to be believed ? 
Is this all the explicit Fora Ohriſtian need 


to have r Tf ſo, then a Christian need ex- 
| Nicitly belieye no more but this Orne Pre 


tian, — chat all the Propoſitions 


tween the two Oovers of his Bible av ct 
tainly true. ; 
any Chriſtian can underſtand it, is indiſpen- 


there, as far 


ſibly neceſſary to be believed: And farther 


than he docs a 1775 is e 


for him to believe it. be 

| 1 05 88 7311750 
our Ideas! do really ex- 
| ur Faith extends; and no 
fatther, As there can be no Faith without 
Aſſent; not any Aſſent but to ſome intei- 
Tigible Propofition; nor any: 
ns withont intelligible Terms that 
r Ideasi to anſwer them: It is evil 


Strictly i 


our Faith and that we underſtand as much, 
and no more, nor leſs, than \ we do believe. 


EM ", i 


ſiti- 


intelligible Prot 
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| Terms, as all the Laws of his 


or the Holy Ghoſt's Interpreter, with Au- 


(88 ). ch 
All chat is contained in as com- 
ing from the Gon of Truth, we are to te- 
ceive as Truth, embricezs/ſuch. But — 
it is impoſſible explicitly to believe any Po- 
— Chriſtian Doctrine but what 
we underſtand; or in any other Senſe than 
we underſtand it to have been delivered: _ 
An explicit Belief is, or can be required in 
Man of more than what he un 
that Doctrine. And thus, whatſoever — | 
fair Endeayours he undetſtands to be con- 
tained in that Doctrine, is neceſſary by 
him to be believed; nor can he continue 


an obedient Subject of | Chriſt: upon other 


m 
are reaſonable, holy, juſt and good, 1 re- 


quire no Impoſſbilities of any Mags: it 


Some of the Truths. delivered: in Holy 
Writ are very plain; it is impoſſible, Ithiak, 
to miſtake their Meaning; and theſe certainly 
are all neceſſary to be explicitly believed. 


Others have more Difficulty. in them, and 


are not eaſy. to be underſtood. Is the Re- 
prover appointed Chriſt's: Vi ut here, 


thority to pronounce which of theſe are ne- 


ceſſary to be - believed, and in what Senſe, 


and which not? Every Man is tot endea vour 
to the beſt of bis Skill with the Aſſiſtance 
of the moſt reaſonable Interpreters thereof, 
to underſtand the Scripture for himſelf; and 
goes thereby 


 Seriptbres,; Non has God left it in my 
bad, I-ſbould think this Reprover the laſt 
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takes ao hat is neceſſary for 
him 0 alive. Bat Þ do nom know: that 
the Reytover ia to underſtand and interpret 
for me moreJtbanE for him If he has 
ſuch 2 Power, I define him to product it; 
till then Lean acko e no other inyal- 
ble Onde, but tha Spirit of Gop in the 


Man ſor ſuch: If be 


> Choice to tale amy 


Man in the World to be choſen for that 
Guide; and herein I spptal to any ſober 
Chriclian Who bath read what te Reprover 
bas, with: fo liule Truth and , (for 
it is not Always a Men's Fault if he has not 
Senfs) writ ——— — he 
would nat. de of the ſame Mind? 


Ven would think. chaps ; yourſelf 
1 1 ſhould not take ſome Notice 


of your Hypotheſis concerning the Trinity, 


— Whick- you have endeavoured to define in 
fuch a Manner as ſhews that you ſeem re- 
ſolved to diſtinguiſh: yourfelf Cade Way of 


9 — have gone before 


Nats common 1 — What is neteſ- 
ſary and requiſite to be believed concerning 
that Doctrine may be done, without parting 
with our — Underſtanding, as you 

halb ſes hereafter. To ybur Hypo- 
mheſis in is full Light would be a very trdi- 
* ll! ous 


cannot fatitfy yourſeif 
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cases wed 17 om e 
ot after What Manner a 
(ſts with the | ily. th che Bi. 


Eſſence, d What we' Tan ber 
lere, or are require! W 0 
than we Know. 'As it & We; Bl ve. 155 
we believe, as I have Sten aid, 12 
Whete x we hays 55! Ideas, we believe bei 


. Where our Reaſon falls ſhort, or lens 


us in the Dark, our Faith alſo des Yr 
fame; as. has been "proved before, © Al 
therefore that we are required in Scripturt 
to believe Tanternitlg this Mattet is, 120 
commanded” to de the Poerrine of the 
"Trinity, as 4 Mater 2 rely 
affirmed in Scjptdre: That Gop is th 


expreſſed in three different Names, as Fä- ; 


ther, as ns and as Holy Ghoſt: That each 
of. theſe is and that there i 14 but one 
* * 80 Ul Union and Diſtinctiqn 

2 utrerly unknown to _ Blick 
tin as well as th Reprover. 


Te Reprover colted?' to TN. 
Talent in chiding — ivy what 1 had. 
concerning 5 h vg He is pleaſed; Pat 
15, „ To ac A & that Thets 3 is ſo 
* Frutti in lt: e be ſays maſt be fe 
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* with great Caution, Pot e very judf- 


cious Reaſon, becauſe a Thing : * 10 te- 
main a Myſtery, after it is reveal 
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you, can, juſtify 


this Senſe, you can juſtify 
1 ContradiQtion . in the World. 
| Cayils of all ſuch true and: fal 


JE: FY 4 
eprover's Senſe of 
- the? 4 10.4 ee is incomprehen- 
Fe ie human Reaſon: How a Thing that 
HS ipcomprebenfible i to. human Reaſon ſhould 
be revealed, and diſcovered. to human Un- 
derfiandiog, ..is a Myſtery which you, or 


A CY 


ſomebody fy for: you, would do well to re- 


yeal ; which, if you arg able to do, you will 


5 * yourſelf the T0 Myſtery of * 


Belief of "what. i is rexealed. Re be 
ne the Belief of a N. ery, which ms 


The 


expreſly affitm; by the e Way of talk 


ing, the Knowledge of what is, known, may 


be called the Knowledge of what is not, or 


cannot be known: And Therefore in this Senſe 
tbe Knowledge of what 


15 SP ie (4 3g and the 3 of 


What. innct be undecod. 


In this Sipky you can 1 all. Di- 


ſlinctions between what is known, or un- 


known, revealed, or unrevealed; and in 
any Abſurdity « or 


Sons 
of the Church of England as will not re- 
nounce at once, both Their Reaſon and, their 
Senſes, - to be determined by. . 
e Nonſenſe. 


0 


nſt tho 


wy Myſtery, in the EIN A of it, 
; 


enn 
- ” . g 
Us — 


1 29 3 TY 
' 140 affirm, is a Thing that natural Reaſon 
could notdiſcoyer, conſe nently, Which 
"muſt have, been unknown, 1 Go "had not 
revealed it: And of this Kind, I own | 
are feveral Poctrines i in the Chriſtian Reli 
gion: Befote the Revelation was given "they 
were Myſteries; but ceaſe to be 'Mylleties 
now OY are * 


| Now, om his Rs it is PR cer- 

tain, that Ayſterics,” that is, Things which 

' Reaſon cannot diſcover, and which are not 

revealed, are, in the Language of Scripture, 

_ the ſecret Things that belong unto Gop, and 
what we have nothing at all to do with: 

Or, in other Words, tho” certain Things 

are Part of our Religion that were Myſte- 
ties, it is not our Duty to believe, or N 

tice any Thing that i: is ſtill a . 


© To believe Doctrines that are Aill Wie- 

rious, is to believe without Ideas, to believe 
what we know nothing of; but this, in the 
Nature of Things, is impoſſible. We may 
indeed believe that there is ſome general 
Truth contained in Propoſitions which We 
do not underſtand; as for Example, in 
great Part of the Book of the Revelation of 
St. Jobn; and. ſo far our Faith may be ra- 
tional, becauſe we know what we believe: 
But of the Propoſitions themſelves we can 
believe nothing Pran, becauſe we 
underſtand 
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that he has ad 
ous Oblightions, "obly 
ky: J, that there is ſome . 
Wi Ha 'utider "boinrelligible THe, = 
t Which we Habe f no 22 es ll 
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For this is making r no IA at all, 
N caving : mon it! abſolute/Darknefs ; it 
only owing Met their own Ignorance, | 
' and perhaps may be Jaoked upon as upbraid- b 
Ing, aud inſulting ther with it; Voraflede o 00 
Lighe by Which they ma . be directed to their 
Daty and Hap 7 that you ſee, not- 
ie any y Thing you have ſaid,, or 1 in- 
_ Uted can ſay, Mile Contrary, Imay ſtill with 
great Propriety and Truth affirm, That as 
we cannot in Reaſon, we are not obliged 
by Rexelation, to carry our Faith. one Jot 
*  _=P vod our "Underſtanding g; and that where 
| "Myftery begins, | there bas Reh. 


n T 50 A 


No, ſay” you; vill 17. te 80 far is wy 
gion from. ending where M. yſtery 49 
0 that real Religion, and the 32 My ſte- 
tb of this new Life, go 5 0 ith ahd in Hz * 
"That the Foundation 0 elig fon is "the 

"Knowledge of Gop; andthe race of it, ike 
Imitation of his divine perfection, is a Prin- 
.C| iple inconteſtably allowed of by every 
n tion 
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ver DIE i bal 0 
under 8. Wi ut | 
Meaning of the pirit? Let Ez 
L have. e Nature of Enth 
of c Where it is not kc 
ſubmit 2 ſexereſſ Caen. and 
oo alc bim Pardon; 3 but otherwiſe, 
tell him, that be has done more to gk 
Ridicule er wits 7 Body could, 
paſiibly baſs ED bY 
0 Hand, 


„ Relig 7 igion and Myſt 
10 Hand; hut let us 0 cyou oy, iew of 
7 Feligim, od we ſhall find 


he oO 9 5 are plain Las ral 
Tre. ha 00 5 
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wife, and ind just, Which are füne 
E aa: Religion, , 99 
. N 4 e 3; that * 
ent His Son into the Wor 
ſtrüctor aud Saviour of Mankigd 
Has nilde him of all, 
e the World in Ri geo; Ka Yar 
will be raiſed at "he 917 500 
er aud, Incgrru e the 
11 all Be eee OY. hy 
e. 1 2 puniſhed with eber 
lifting wa At 75 : "Theſe likewiſe, Which 
e | 


peculi: ines of the Gofpel, 
have nothing 


x my ſous in them 
but are e In the tnoſt- natural = 
re. Terms. Ff you ay by cannot ac- 
for the Mafmer of obs creating 
dhe old; or for The Manner in which be 
exiſts every where; of the gener! Reſurtec- 
tion, and the like; I: anſwer, it js no Part 
of Fob Religion to . og 
the Myſtety ins, e E or 
aa aſk, e the moſt warm and for- 
ward Enthuſiaſt etend to, believe mare 
gs are true? Doth he. 
;helieve any Thing at all with Reſpect to to. 
the Manner of them? Nay, is not his urg- 
ing that it is myſterious and incomptehen 
fible ; a plain Demonſtration, that be himſelf 


now he can believe nothin * 
about it? | ey 


1 th by nate 


. . | 7 g 
en at ' 


| x: 33 85 Re. 
Ake indeed very at i 3 
in all Ages, hn Fowl 0 of Myſte- 
ries; That the Crafty, and Deſigning, "who 
make a Gain of the Credulity of the Mul- 


titude, ſhquld uſe all their Art and Intereſt 
to. 


propagate them, is indeed natural enou 
but uh wou the more honeſt and Fs ah | 
tereſted Part of the People plead fo zealouſ- 
ly for them? Myfteries yield neither Plea- 
ſure nor Profit; and can there be any Ad- 
vantage in being 1 in the "On and _— 
no Ideas? [1 


aden if 4 were . a Ilan wein . 
only prove | himſelf a weak (and might be 


at the ſame Time an innocent) Enthufiaſt, 


by ſu Things, that are in Trum 
nothing to hi „ to be important Points 
of Revelation. But when Myſteries are 


ted with Zeal, and impoſed on 
8 when, for the 42 "what 
1 to be incom _ Ju. | 

and indiſpenſible Obligations | 
— and Charity are infringed and violated, 
it is then our Duty to oppoſe an Error 
which makes Religion co tble, and 
ſtrikes at the Foundation of Chriſtianity; 
and indeed 6f- all good Morals; and this 
cannot be ſo effeGually done, as by the 
ſhewing that there are no Myſteries in Re- 
ligion, and that of what we do not under- 


ſtand, we do not know whether it be good 
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Myſtery 
the Reprover's Myſieries manifeſtly ar 


deep and "inexplicable ' 
| Inſtead of giving a . to inſtruct 
and aſſiſt Mankind, 


146 )- 


for any Thing or no, it is in- 8 "_ 
and den "cur! Bea): Nor if 


we did underſtand it, would that alone be 


ſufficient;: unleſs it was ã Doctrine of ſome 
Importance to the Cauſe of Virtue, and the 


Happineſs of Mantind, and e 
| «er ere * 


"1 


* 


There is a great Difference teien A 
and a direct Abſurdity, (ſuch _ | 


for Myſteries are only Things that bs | 
know nothing at all of; the other, Things 

that we certainly know to be falſe; the 

former we only do not underftand; the 
latter we ſee cannot be underſtood. The 
Deſign of Revelation never was to con- 
ſound the Underſtandings of Men with 
yſteries; for this, 


is only to bewilder 
them, and lead them i W a Maze; and it 
muſt be abſolutely unbecoming the infinite 


Wiſdom of 8570 to be at the Expence of 


Miracles, and ſending his Son from Hea- 


ven, merely to nonpluſs and puzzle hu- 


man —_ and to make ignorant People 


_ ne 


You may call "this Account of Religion 
and Myſteries Scepticiſm, Hereſy, Infide- 
. Socinianiſm, or any other opprobi- 

ous 


8 - 7 JP 

ous Name you pleaſes» What the Opinion 
of Socimi, with Regard to the Matter in 
Debate is, I know not, having never read 
one, Page of his Writings; I ſay not this 
as if I thought it a Fault if I had, for I 
think I ſhould have much bettet ſpent my 
Time in them than in the Writings of 
our modern Enthuſiaſts. | know not but 
it may be as you ſay, that in Sentiments, 
with Reſpect to Enthuſiaſm, I may agree 


with Socinus, but it is more than I know 


that Il do; I took not my Principles from 
him, but from the Holy Scriptures; what 
from them appears to me to be Truth 1 
ſhall not decline, - becauſe Lam told Sonci- 
nut is of the ſame. Opinion; nor embrace 
the Contrary, though the Generality of 
Divines I. ſhould more converſe: with declare 
for it, for they are not popular Authorities 
or frightful Na: whereby I judge of 
Truth and Falſhood: For as I would not 
pay ſo much Deference to the Opinion of 
any Man, how popular ſoever, as to betray 
any important and uſeful Truth; ſo neither 
' would I deviate in the leaſt from common 
received Principles, for the Sake of being 
ſingular, I have learned from Experience 
and Example not much to regard perſonal 
Reflections, and Reproaches, and oppro- 
bious Names, eſpecially from thofe who 
are ſo free with them upon all Occafions, 
while they are ſo ſparing of their Proofs, 
E 2 1 


goal Conficnce,” =Y as 0 
1 the Condemnation of Man: 3 
kr Applauſe I never courted: Unmeritted 

| "Cenſure 1 ſhall always deſpiſe. I write for 
1 vf .« - IE nor mth ay Ry of a Re- 
= -  - : ward from Man; but for what I take to 
8 be the common Intereſts of Truth, and 


always be very: Teas to def in the beſt 
«Manger. I can, againſt: the 2 and En- 
2 of, all Parts or l n — 
7? eln. 


I. uppole tou: nnd, Sir, that your 
common Readers ſhould look upon Scep- 
ticiſm as a very great Hereſy; and yet, as 
- you have managed the Matter, I cannot 
dee that you have left any Medium betwixt 
J 6 and an Enthujaſt; and therefore, 
23 leave you to honour yourſelf with 
1 Which of the two Characters you like beſt. 

How fully ſoever you are — of the 

Trutb 2 what you believe,' you ought, in 

common Juſtice to allow the ſame Sinceri- 

ty to me, when I differ from you; and fo 
We are upon equal Terms. This Perſua- 

. ion of Truth, on each Side, inveſts nei- 

ther of us with a Right to cenſure or con- 
| demn the other. I have no more Reaſon 

_ to treat you ill for differing from me, than 
| 8 4 you 


f 
4. 


Freedom of Enquiry; and theſe I ſhall 


you Gan clear the Account better, I 


* 


but, have this however to comfort ' me, 


SE IO 
| you in to treat me ill for the iii Cauſe. 
Pity and forgive you I ſincerely may and do; 
inform you fairly I ought and would, were 
you but capable of it: But, contemn, 
malign, and revile you, I never will: For, 
e 4 12 


our Syſtem of Belief teaches you to 
wa otherwiſe minded, I cannot help that; 


8 that you are not to be my Judge; — 4 


the Gravity of a Divine, and the 1 


6 I” 0p preſume to cenſure and condemn 
— Þ 1 ny * 


ches udge. 


At ting give me n to adviſe you, - 
that if ever you ſhew yourſelf in pub- 
lic again, to leave your Paſſions at Home, 
and bring your Underſtanding along with 
vou; thus will you be enabled to write 
cooly and ſeriouſſy (not as you have done 
now in a Ferment, but as it always ought 
- to be) with the Calmneſs of a Chriſtian, 


of a Gentleman, I am ſorry I cannot 
with the Clearneſs of a Man of Parts. 


Jam, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 


A. T. Blackſmith. 


rourron, Sept. 29, 1764. 
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